
2010 Census 
Eagle Lake  
Directory 
Mayor 
Tim Auringer 
mayor@eaglelakemn.com 
Council Members 
Aaron Hager 
Scot Quist 
John Ries 
Tina Marie 
Administration 
507-257-3218 
City Administrator 
Sack Thongvanh 
cityadmin@eaglelakemn.com 
Deputy Clerk 
Kerry Rausch 
krausch@eaglelakemn.com 
Administrative Clerk 
Kelly Ready 
adminasst@eaglelakemn.com 
Public Works 
507-257-3424 
Director-Rick Reinbold 
elpw@eaglelakemn.com 
Police Department 
507-257-3110 
Chief Phil Wills 
elpd@eaglelakemn.com 
Fire Department 
Chief Tim Rock 
507-257-3218 
 

Inside this issue: 

Mayor’s Message 2 

City Admin 3 

2010 Budget 4 

City Reminders 5 

PD & FD 6 

Public Works 7 

Inside Story Back 

 

     Population 2229 

City of Eagle Lake 
2009 Winter Newsletter 

WHAT IS 
THE 2010 
CENSUS? 
• The census is a count of everyone residing 
in the United States and it happens every 
ten years. 
• All U.S. residents must be counted—people 
of all races and ethnic groups, both citizens 
and non-citizens. 
• Your participation is required by law. 
• It takes less than ten minutes to complete. 
• Federal law protects the personal information 
you share during the census. 
• Census Day is April 1, 2010. Questionnaire 
responses should represent the household 
as it exists on this day. More detailed socioeco-
nomic information will be collected annually 
from a small percentage of the population 
through the American Community 
Survey. 
• Your participation will affect your voice in 
Congress and determine levels of federal 
funding for our schools and state. 
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Mayor’s Message 
 

Mayor’s Message 
A Thank You 

 
As Thanksgiving and Christmas are on our minds, we tend to think more about giving thanks for what we have. I’d like to 
provide a mayoral thank you to the citizens of Eagle Lake. This city has a lot of great things going for us. We may forget 
sometimes to thank each other for what we do for the city and each other. 
 
In the last year, the City Council has been working to improve our public facilities, improve city services and response to citi-
zen inquiries, plan a budget that does not rely so much on state aid, struggle through recession-related issues, and plan for 
future improvements. From my perspective, I think we have been successful. Whether you know it or not that success really 
can be attributed to you. For your help, I thank you. 
 
Thank you for being active participants in your city. The Council has seen an increase in the numbers of citizens that attend 
our council meetings and take an active role in the operations of the city. Many of you have given your opinions, recommen-
dations and ideas at various times during the year. This input helps us to get a feel for the needs and wants here. 
 
Thank you for being taxpayers. This subject can get touchy, but we are all in this together. The council is very aware of the 
fact that you all bear the burden of our actions. We struggle with that burden at times, but we try to do what is best for the 
entire community. I think that the new city facilities are places that we can be proud of. You all made them possible. 
 
Thank you for volunteering. This year we saw the Tator Days committee do great work. It is an event that will not happen 
unless people get involved early. The committee that worked on this year’s event did a wonderful job at bringing new events 
to the celebration. The comments that I have received were generally positive. There were many people that commented that 
there seemed to be more people taking part in the weekend’s activities. Eagle Lake’s community garden got started this year 
as well. Gardeners came together to lay-out the plots and get the land tilled. It doesn’t sound like much, but I think the founda-
tion for a successful amenity has been laid. We continue to thank our volunteer fire fighters. They are looking out for all of us. 
 
Thank you in advance for staying involved. We need citizens who will provide ideas and solutions to problems. We need citi-
zens who will give their time to support and improve Eagle Lake. 
 
On that note, we still have openings for park board members, planning commission members, fire fighters and daytime rescue 
squad members. If you are interested in getting involved contact City Hall for more information. 
 
Thank you, 
Mayor Tim Auringer 
mayor@eaglelakemn.com 
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City Administrator’s Desk 
 

 As the Holidays come and go, 2010 will be here before we know it.  The City Council has been working diligently for the last 
six months to balance the current budget for 2009 because of the reduction in Local Government Aid and prepare for the 2010 
City Budget and 2010 Tax Levy.  On December 14, 2009 the City Council adopted the 2010 budget and 2010 tax levy, an 
increase of 9.7% from 2009 tax levy. 
Revenues 

Decrease in 2010 Local Government Aid (LGA) from $557,037 to $480, 947 
Increase Tax Levy of 9.7% or $44,925 

 
Expenditures 

Increase  property/liability premiums for new facilities (Public Works Building and City Hall) 
Increase in health insurance premiums  
Increase debt service for new facilities 
$45,000 dedicated to Capital Improvement Projects 
$146, 520 designated for capital equipment replacement 

 
Expenditure Reductions 

Wage freeze in 2009 and 2010 
Minimize overtime for all departments 
Cut the hire of an additional part-time police officer 
Reduce police coverage 
Cut the purchase of squad car and public works truck in 2009 
Reduce Park Budget by over $20,000 

 
Tax Levy History 

 

YEAR TAX LEVY % INCREASE 

2001 $160,849 10.0% 

2002 $173,717 8.0% 

2003 $208,460 20.0% 

2004 $259,760 24.6% 

2005 $324,700 25.0% 

2006 $333,088 2.6% 

2007 $364,586 9.5% 

2008 $421,816 15.7% 

2009 $463,998 10.0% 

2010 $508,923 9.7% 
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City Reminders 
  

Drop Box Location 
There is a Utility Bill drop box located on the east side of City Hall for your convenience. All utility bills are due on or before 
the 25th of each month. If the 25th falls on a holiday or a weekend, please use our drop box to avoid the $5.00 late fee. 

2010 Dog Licenses 
Dog license fees for 2010 are due between January 2nd thru January 30th. The fee is $10 per animal if purchased before  
February 1, 2010. Beginning February 1, the fee is $15 per animal. Please bring proof of rabies vaccination. It is required 
before a license can be issued. If you do not have a copy of the certificate please have your vet fax us a copy at 507-257-3220. 
The tag is issued for a one year period beginning January1, 2010. 

Email Notification 
Would you like to be notified about city updates, snow emergencies, watering bans, leaf vacuuming, spring clean-up, the 
quarterly newsletter, and/or other important City information? 
Please log onto the City’s website www.eaglelakemn.com under City News, enter your name and email address to begin.  

Auto Water Read System 
We have completed our second year of the new water meter program. We would like to thank everyone for their cooperation 
on the installation of the meters. The City will be completely automated in the Spring of 2010!  
The new system gives us the ability to check any problems with your water usage, such as potential leaks, tampering, and 
unused water in your home. This is an excellent tool for us now and in the future.  
Again, thank you for your cooperation.  

City Hall will be closed on the following dates: 
Christmas Day, Friday, December 25th 
New Year’s Day, Friday, January 1st 
M.L. King Jr. Day , Monday, January 18th 
Presidents’ Day, Monday, February 15th 

City’s Website 
www.eaglelakemn.com 
Minutes 
Available on the website. 
 

Office Hours 
Monday — Friday 

7:30a.m. — 4:30p.m. 

Residential Information 
With the city’s new water meter system the City is able to contact you if/when you have a potential leak. If you have changed 
your phone number or have switched to only using a cell phone, please email adminasst@eaglelakemn.com with your updated 
information for your account. If we have your phone number you will receive a courtesy call stating that you may have a po-
tential leak. 99% of the time it is something very simple and can be corrected by the property owner.  If you have any ques-
tions please call City Hall 507-257-3218 or email the City. 

Elections 
With space available in the new City Hall future Primary and General Elections will be held in the Council Chambers, 705 
Parkway Ave. 

Grant Funding 
Grant funds available for furnace replacement or roof repair in Blue Earth County.  $2,500 maximum grant and income limits 
to apply.  Please contact Lori at 507-836-1617 or loris@swmhp.org. 
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Police Department 
  

  

Fire Department 

 
 
 
 

Chief: Tim Rock 

Asst Chief: Jeff Smith 

Asst Chief: Alan Kleist 

Captain: Darryl Metzler 

Captain: Galen Mastin 

Training Officer: 

Dan Ruschmeyer 

Asst: Vern Simpson 

Medical Officer: Terry Olson 

19 Volunteers 

6 open volunteer positions 

Fire Dept Directory Join the Eagle Lake Volunteer Fire Department 

We have openings on the Fire Department and Daytime Res-
cue Squad. Being a firefighter is a great opportunity to learn 
new skills as well as assist people in the greatest time of 
need. In addition, through the Eagle Lake Fire Relief Asso-
ciation firefighters are eligible for a $1700 per year pension 
program. Applications are available online at 
www.eaglelakemn.com or at the City office (507) 257-3218. 
If you have any question please email Chief Tim Rock at 
elfdchief@charter.net. 

Snowmobiles 
Snowmobiling around Eagle Lake can be fun, but you need to do your part to be safe and obey the rules.  Our largest com-
plaint every year is people driving on private property.  In the City of Eagle Lake, you cannot drive on private or city property.  

Winter Survival in your Car  
Everyone should be cautious about traveling in extreme winter weather. Cold, snow and ice are demanding on cars, drivers 
and passengers. Cold affects metal, rubber and other materials in your car. It can reduce the effectiveness of your vehicle’s 
battery by at least 50 percent. It can freeze tires and keep them flat on the bottom for at least the first half-mile of travel. It can 
thicken your car’s lubricants, making the engine work too hard. Most importantly, extreme winter weather can threaten your 
life. Follow these tips to stay safe as you drive in Minnesota. 

· Stay in Your Vehicle 

· Avoid Overexertion 

· Keep Fresh Air in Your Vehicle 

· Plan Before You Travel 

· Prepare Your Vehicle 

· Be Aware of the Weather 

· Stay Warm Without Fuel 

· Make Yourself Easy to Find 

· Don’t Expect to Be Comfortable 

Keep Cool — Two Ways 
1. Calm down and think. The storm will end and you will be found. 
2. Don’t work enough to get hot and sweaty. Wet clothing loses insulation value, making you susceptible to hypothermia. 
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Public Works Department 
  
Skating Rink 
The skating rink will open as weather permits. Please check the hours and rules posted at the rink and on our website 
www.eaglelakemn.com. The warming house will not have an attendant. The police department will be checking it from time 
to time for any problems or concerns. 

Snow Emergency Policy 
The snow season has arrived and it is time to think about safety. Please refrain from shoveling or blowing snow onto the 
streets and alleys. It creates ice buildup in front of your property. 
 
Residents are asked to PLEASE cooperate with the City during snow emergencies and remove vehicles from the streets. If 
snow is expected in the forecast, move your vehicles off the streets before hand. It makes it safer and easier for our plow driv-
ers. A snow emergency may be declared whenever a snowfall of 3 inches or more occurs. Vehicles not removed from the 
streets during a snow emergency are subject to towing. The streets subject to towing include all City streets and County roads 
in the city limits. The city will air snow emergency announcements on KTOE, Z99, and KYSM radio stations. As a reminder, 
all snow and ice must be removed from public sidewalks 12 hours after snow accumulation has stopped. Call the City Office 
at 257-3218 if you have any  questions on the snow emergency policy. Your cooperation throughout the winter is appreciated. 

 
The City Council of Eagle Lake would like to remember and thank Adlor Olsen for his dedi-
cation and years of public service with the City of Eagle Lake.  Adlor Olsen was a public 
servant that you could only hope to have on your council, boards, or commissions.  The City 
of Eagle Lake would like to show our appreciation with a memorial plaque under the Ameri-
can flag at City Hall, 705 Parkway Avenue. 
 

Family Memories:  How fitting to have a memorial for our Dad next to the 
American Flag. He was so proud to have served his country in the army dur-
ing World War II and to be part of liberating concentration camps in Ger-
many. The American Flag was a very precious and sacred symbol of our 
country to him.  He wanted us to make sure it always flew above his grave 
site which it does today. Dad had great respect for what the American flag 
stood for. We miss him and want to thank you for such a wonderful memorial 
for our Dad. From the children of Adlor Olsen, Sandy & Tim� 

Adlor Olsen Memorial Dedication 
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