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Where Opportunity Soars
Questions? Concerns?
Please let us know your questions
and/or concerns directly so that we
can do our best to promptly
address your questions and/or
concerns.
City staff can be reached during
business hours at City Hall, via
phone, or electronically using the
“CONTACT US” feature on the
City of Eagle Lake website at:
https://eaglelakemn.com/contact.
Message from the Minnesota
Department of Transportation
Changes are coming to the Hwy 14 and County Road
(CR) 56 intersection. Even though safety
improvements were made in 2016, the intersection continues to experience a high
frequency of crashes. This fall, MnDOT will install additional pavement markings on CR
56 to encourage motorists to stop closer to Hwy 14, which will improve visibility for CR
56 traffic as they either cross or turn onto Hwy 14.
MnDOT, Blue Earth County, and the City of Eagle Lake are also partnering on a project,
tentatively scheduled for 2022, to improve safety at the Hwy 14/CR 56 intersection.
MnDOT developed three design alternatives and will be seeking input from the community
on them. Feedback received will be considered as the project partners select an alternative
for the intersection. A video presentation of the alternatives and corresponding survey will
be available on the project website starting Monday, October 19, through Monday,
November 2nd. Visit mndot.gov/d7/projects/hwy14eaglelake/ for more information and to
sign up for email updates on the project.
3rd Annual Sunflower Contest Winners
Tallest Sunflower: Mike Groskreutz
Largest Sunflower Head: Becky Sorenson

Thank you to all that participated and to Drummers Garden Center and Floral for sponsoring the contest prizes!

2020 Fall Leaf Collection
The 2020 Fall Leaf Collection is scheduled to get underway the week of October 12th. The Public Works
Department will begin leaf collection efforts in an area with a large concentration of mature trees. Leaf
collection efforts will start on Blace Avenue and continue north to Parkway Avenue. Beginning the week
of October 19th, the Public Works Department will start collecting leaves on the south end of Eagle Lake
and work their way north. Weather permitting, the Public Works Department will make this leaf
collection loop several times before wrapping up leaf collection operations for the season.
The Public Works Department asks residents to please rake leaves to the boulevard—not into the
street or gutter—to help keep leaves out of the catch basins.
The Public Works Department would like to remind residents that leaf collection is a time consuming
process and that they greatly appreciate the community’s cooperation and patience as they work to collect
leaves.

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act Funds
To help with added expenses during the COVID-19 pandemic, cities have been able to get some money
from the federal Coronavirus Relief Fund (CRF), provided by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic
Security (CARES) Act passed in March. Eagle Lake received $236,342. The federal government has
placed strict guidelines on how the funds can be used. Eligible expenditures are those that are necessary
due to COVID-19 and were not included in the most recently approved budget as of March 27. Expenses
must be incurred between March 1 and November 15, 2020.

Of the money allocated to Eagle Lake, $100,000 has been reserved for a business assistance grant program
to support Eagle Lake businesses adversely impacted by COVID-19.
Other examples of how the funds are being used include purchasing necessary sanitizing supplies, signs,
barriers, personal protective equipment, technology improvements to support remote meetings and work,
etc. A noteworthy expenditure includes audio and video improvements being made to the Council
Chambers to be able to live stream public meetings—look for more updates in early 2021—to allow
for and encourage more increased public participation at public meetings. With social distancing
measures in place, the number of persons able to be seated in the Council Chambers at one time is
limited. Meetings have been held electronically during the pandemic.

Proposed Preliminary Tax Levy Collectible in 2021
The City Council adopted a resolution at its September 14th meeting setting the fiscal year 2021 preliminary
city budget and property tax levy. A Truth-N-Taxation hearing has been scheduled for Monday, December
7, 2020 at 6:00 p.m. via GoToMeeting. Contact City Hall for meeting participation instructions.

General Fund
EDA
Debt Service
TOTAL TAX LEVY

2020 Final
$547,004
$51,000
$157,092
$755,096

2021 Preliminary
$608,936
$51,000
$151,792
$811,728

The preliminary 2021 tax levy represents an increase of $56,632 or 7.5% over the final levy collected in 2020.

What does this mean for me?
Below is an illustration of the estimated City tax impact on a residential home valued at $250,000.
Residential Taxable Market
Value of $250,000

2021 Proposed City Tax Rate
of 36.95%

Estimated City Tax: $923.71

The local property tax rate is a function of the levy and total tax base. Taxable tax capacity is used to
determine the local tax rate. [city levy] / [taxable tax capacity] = [city tax rate] Your share of the City levy is
based on the taxable value of your property relative to the full value of all other property in the City’s taxing
district.
What is a Truth-in-Taxation notice?
Truth-in-Taxation notices are sent to all property owners each November, before local governments like
Eagle Lake finalize their budgets for the coming year. The purpose of the notice is to help you understand
how property taxes are determined and how you can get involved with local budgeting and taxation. The
notice also tells you when local officials will hold public meetings to discuss and finalize their budgets.
These meetings are an opportunity to voice your opinion about the proposed spending. You cannot appeal
your property’s market value, classification, or proposed taxes at these meetings.
How does my property value affect taxes?
The assessor determines the estimated market value (EMV) and classification of your property on January 2
each year. The EMV does not directly affect your property tax bill. Instead, the taxable market value is
used to calculate how much of the levy you will pay.
What is a Property Tax Statement?
Property tax statements are mailed to all property owners by March 31 of each year. The statement tells you
how much property tax you owe for the year. It provides an itemized list of all your local property taxes
(city, county, school district, etc.). It will also include any special assessments on your property. Your
property’s value and classification from the previous year are used to calculate the tax amount.
Financial Impact of COVID-19
Local Government Aid (LGA) comprises approximately 42% of the City’s proposed 2021 general fund
revenues, while property taxes make up about 38%. As cities across the state brace for the financial impacts
of COVID-19 and possible future cuts to LGA, Eagle Lake’s most recent audit report showed a positive,
healthy general fund balance. The City will continue working to maintain healthy reserves and manage
necessary expenditures during this uncertain time to ensure continued financial stability.

Water Treatment System Study
The Eagle Lake City Council recently approved a proposal from Bolton and Menk to complete a Water
System Study. The water study process is anticipated to take approximately 3 months. A final report
will be presented to the City Council.
While the City's overall infrastructure (from wells to the elevated storage tank) is in generally good
condition and there is adequate capacity for current water demands, the City is experiencing growth
that is utilizing much of the existing capacity. The primary goal of the water study is to provide a 20year outlook on the water supply and treatment needs for the City of Eagle Lake, while also identifying
solutions to try and address ongoing concerns from residents about discolored water and scaling issues.
Included in the scope of work will be future water demand projections, the evaluation of water supply
adequacy, and the evaluation of water quality and treatment facility improvements.

ELECTIONS AND VOTING
Learn more about the candidates for Eagle Lake Mayor and City Council: https://greatermankato.com/
candidates. Candidates running for office include Tim Auringer for Mayor; and Anthony White, Beth Rohrich, and
Hubert Erickson for City Council (elect 2). To view your sample ballot, visit: https://www.sos.state.mn.us/electionsvoting/whats-on-my-ballot/.
Early/Absentee Voting will be available from Friday, September 18, 2020 through Monday, November 2, 2020
during normal business hours. Early/Absentee voting is handled by Blue Earth County at 204 S .5th St., Mankato,
MN. To apply for absentee voting, you can do so online at http://www.mnvotes.org, or contact Blue Earth County via
email at bec.elections@blueearthcountymn.gov or phone at 507-304-4341.
Curbside Voting will be available for voters unable to enter the polling place. Please watch for signs when you pull
into the entrance at City Hall for the phone number to call to have election judges meet you at your vehicle.

Registering to Vote can be done online through Tuesday, October 13, 2020 at 5:00 p.m. If you miss that deadline you
can still register the day of the election. To learn what document(s) you will need to register, please visit https://
www.sos.state.mn.us/elections-voting/register-to-vote/register-on-election-day/.
Do You Need to Register to Vote? There are several reasons you may need to register to vote, some of which
include: you have never voted in Eagle Lake, you are new to Eagle Lake, your name has changed since you last voted,
your address within Eagle Lake has changed since you last voted, you have not voted in the past four years. To
determine if you are registered to vote in Eagle Lake, you can visit https://mnvotes.sos.state.mn.us/VoterStatus.aspx.
Health and Safety Protocols will be in place for election day voting. In an effort to control the flow of traffic, voters
are asked to use the rear doors at City Hall to enter to vote and exit through the front doors. Six foot social distancing
standards will be in place. Hand sanitizer is available upon entering the building and exiting the polling
place. Following executive orders, masks will be required in the polling place. Pens to vote will be used only once and
polling booths will be disinfected frequently throughout the day.

Lake Eagle Park Pavilion Update
Following a recent inspection by the City’s building official, the pavilion at Lake Eagle Park has been fenced
off and marked as closed due to safety concerns with the structural integrity of the pavilion. The City
Council will be ordering the demolition of the structure shortly, while the Parks Board has been tasked with
determining the scope of work for a newer and more improved pavilion structure as part of Phase Two of the
Parks Project.
Input on the scope of the new and improved pavilion can be submitted to the Parks Board at: https://
eaglelakemn.com/city/contact-park-board or written comments can be submitted to City Hall.

Introducing our New Community Forestry Corps Member
We are excited to be a part of the Community Forestry Corps! This new
program will engage a team of AmeriCorps members in the preservation
and protection of America's forests. Here at the City of Eagle Lake, we are
happy to have been awarded our very own Community Forestry Corps
member for 2020-2021! Vien Nguyen will be serving one term of
service in a part-time capacity beginning September 28, 2020, and ending on
August 28, 2021. There is no financial cost to the City to participate in this program.
Vien will be conducting tree inventorying, planning and implementing tree planting events
with volunteers, developing an Emerald Ash Borer management and implementation plan,
coordinating citizen volunteer/recruitment/utilization, serving as the host site tree ambassador,
providing outreach and education about the importance of trees in our community, and assisting
staff with developing a maintenance plan for trees at City parks.
To learn more about this special partnership with AmeriCorps, you can visit:
servetogrow.org/forestry.
IMPORTANT MESSAGE FROM EAGLE LAKE POLICE CHIEF JOHN KOPP
AND THE POLICE DEPARTMENT: BIKE SAFE, BIKE SMART
Watch a bike safety video and complete a worksheet to receive a free water bottle from
the Police Department. Visit the City’s website under “Quick Links” to obtain the link
to the bike safety video and worksheet. When finished, drop off your worksheet to City
Hall between the hours of 7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m., Monday-Friday, and pick up your free
water bottle.

Bike Safety Tips
• Ride in a single file straight line and in the same direction as traffic.
•

Obey all traffic signs and signals just like a car would.

•

Stop and look for traffic in both directions before crossing a road.

•

Bikers should wear helmets to protect themselves in case of an accident or if the biker falls off the bike.

•

Make sure that tires are properly aired up and that the brakes on the bike are working properly.

•

Watch for potholes and debris along with other obstructions in your path.

•

Have lights and a flashing reflector on your bike if you are riding in low light conditions or at night.

The Eagle Lake Police Department hopes to hold a bike rodeo during the summer of 2021.

Current and Upcoming Projects - Updates Will Be Posted to the City’s Website
CSAH 17 Sewer Forcemain Abandonment: The City Council recently approved a bid from
GM Contracting, Inc. to complete the CSAH 17 Sewer Forcemain Abandonment Project in the
amount of $75,330. The contract completion date is the end of November, 2020.
CSAH 27 (Agency Street): The City Council will be looking at a possible 2021 street
reconstruction project involving CSAH 27 (Agency Street) from Thomas Drive to CSAH 55 (LeRay
Avenue) due to the severely deteriorated condition of the watermain in this location. A
preliminary feasibility study will be ordered shortly. A public information meeting and individual
notices of construction impacts to affected property owners and residents will be coordinated.

During Fire Prevention Month, the
Eagle Lake Fire Department
reminds residents:
Serve Up Fire Safety in the Kitchen!
October is Fire Prevention Month—
The 1st Scavenger Hunt starts
October 2nd!

October 4th-October 10th is Fire
Prevention Week—
The 2nd Scavenger Hunt starts
October 19th!

The Eagle Lake Fire Department (ELFD) would like children and families to
participate in two scavenger hunts—one to kick off Fire Prevention Month and one to
end Fire Prevention Month. This year’s theme is Serve Up Fire Safety in the
Kitchen!
Pick up your scavenger hunt sheets from any of the following locations: City
Hall, Casey’s, Eagle Express, Eagle’s Nest, or print directly from the City of Eagle
Lake website. Completed sheets can be returned to City Hall and entered into a
drawing sponsored by the ELFD. One sheet per household per scavenger hunt
contest. Good Luck and Have Fun!
Safety Tips to Prevent a Cooking Fire
•
•

•
•

•

Never leave cooking food unattended. Stay in the kitchen while you are frying,
grilling or broiling. If you have to leave, even for a short time, turn off the stove.
If you are simmering, baking, roasting, or boiling food, check it regularly, remain
in the home while food is cooking, and use a timer to remind you that you’re
cooking.
You have to be alert when cooking. You won’t be alert if you are sleepy, have taken
medicine or drugs, or consumed alcohol that makes you drowsy.
Always keep an oven mitt and pan lid nearby when you’re cooking. If a small
grease fire starts, slide the lid over the pan to smother the flame. Turn off the
burner, and leave the pan covered until it is completely cool.
Have a “kid-free zone” of at least 3 feet around the stove and areas where hot food
or drink is prepared or carried.

For more general information about Fire Prevention Week and cooking fire
prevention, visit www.fpw.org.

Congratulations to the following
businesses in eagle lake:

https://www.borgshomes.com/
New Business

Omar Lul Said Daycare
New Business
weecare.co/daycare/omar-lul-said-daycare

New Location
starlightearlylearningcenter.com

New Toddler Room Expansion

RECAP OF FALL CLEAN UP

Stay Informed of the Privately Funded Proposed
Motorsports Park Project North of Highway 14

With the spring curbside clean up being suspended
due to COVID-19, the turnout at the fall clean up was
For project updates, please visit: https://eaglelakemn.com/city/ much greater than usual. According to the hauler,
stay-informed-about-privately-funded-motorsports-developmentLJP, there were two clean ups worth of waste disposed
project-proposed-eagle-lake.
of during the 4 hour time period. LJP has indicated
Citizens Against Motorsports Park (CAMP), Michael Guentzel that if conditions do not allow for a spring curbside
clean up next year, that more trucks will be available
and Erin Guentzel filed an appeal contesting the City’s
resolution adopted on May 28, 2020 determining a negative need to keep up with waste items being disposed of among
for an Environmental Impact Statement.
other options. It is hoped that conditions will be
favorable for a curbside clean up next spring. We
The developer is currently working with the City on a
sincerely apologize for the inconvenience that many
Developer’s Agreement to construct a Motorsports Park on land
residents experienced and look forward to hopefully
that has been annexed in the limits of the City.
returning to a more normal 2021 for spring and fall
clean ups.

City Hall Hours
Monday-Friday,
7:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m.

City Administration Staff

For utility customer convenience, a drop
box is located on the east side of City
Hall for utility bill payments, and is
available seven days a week, 24 hours a
day. Utility bill payment options include
the following: on-line, auto-pay, by mail,
in person, or by phone using a credit or
debit card.

Stay informed about City news by
signing up for City of Eagle Lake
email news updates. Sign up on
line or contact City Hall.

Jennifer J. Bromeland, City
Administrator:
jbromeland@eaglelakemn.com
Kerry Rausch, Deputy City Clerk:
krausch@eaglelakemn.com
Mandy Auringer, Administrative Clerk:
mauringer@eaglelakemn.com

Eagle Lake City Council Meetings
City Council meetings are held the first Monday of every month at 6:00 p.m. Due to the COVID-19
health pandemic, meetings are currently being held electronically. All meetings are open to the
public. To participate in an electronic meeting, please contact City Hall for instructions. If you
have a comment or concern that you’d like the Mayor and City Council to hear but are unable to
participate in the electronic meeting, you can submit written comments and/or concerns in
advance to City Hall to be read at the meeting.

ELECTED OFFICIALS
Mayor Tim Auringer
mayorauringer@eaglelakemn.com
Term expires Dec. 31, 2020

Council Member Dennis Terrell
dterrell@eaglelakemn.com
Term expires Dec. 31, 2022

Council Member Ryan Short
rshort@eaglelakemn.com
Term expires December 31, 2020

Council Member John Ries
jries@eaglelakemn.com
Term expires December 31, 2020

Council Member Garrett Steinberg
gsteinberg@eaglelakemn.com
Term expires December 31, 2022

Announcing the 3rd Annual Park Board
HOLIDAY LIGHTS DECORATING CONTEST!

CONTEST CATEGORIES—NEW CONTEST CATEGORY ADDED!!
Best Classical Design
Griswold Award—the display with the most lights!
Themed Design
Best Neighborhood Display - NEW THIS YEAR!
HOW TO ENTER:
Registration forms will be available on the City’s website and at City Hall beginning
November 2nd. Completed registration forms will be due no later than
Monday, December 1st.
Winners will be announced on December 7th. Winners will receive a sign in their
yard and bragging rights along with a small prize.
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