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Provide Access to Safe Drinking Water 

• The City of Eagle Lake is a growing 
community with a population of 3,331, 
located just a few minutes away from the 
large regional center of Mankato.  

• Most of our residents work outside of 
Eagle Lake but come home to Eagle Lake 
after work and expect to enjoy a high 
quality of life.  

• To retain our existing residents and 
businesses and thrive as a growing 
community, Eagle Lake must be able to 
provide access to safe drinking water.  
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Water Quality Issues
• We engaged Bolton and Menk in the fall of 2020 to complete a water 

system study to investigate water quality issues related to ongoing 
color and odor complaints received from residents but were not aware 
at that time of the more urgent need to treat our water to address high 
levels of manganese.

• Water quality improvement options identified at that time included the 
following:  find wells with lower iron and manganese (difficult in this 
region), construct a filtration facility to filter iron and manganese, 
regionalize to get better quality supply (contacted the City of Mankato 
but was told it is not a good fit and they are not interested in 
regionalization at this time), or add a sequestering agent (inhibits iron 
color issues, poor effectiveness at current iron levels, and does not 
lower manganese levels).
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Water Quality Issues (continued)

• On February 9, 2022, a health risk advisory was received from the 
Minnesota Department of Health for having a high level of 
manganese in our drinking water system.  While our drinking water 
complies with the Safe Drinking Water Act standards, testing 
indicates that the City’s water has high levels of manganese that 
exceed the health advisory limit for infants. Children and adults 
who drink water with high levels of manganese for a long time may 
have problems with memory, attention, and motor skills.  Infants 
may develop learning and behavior problems if they drink water 
with too much manganese in it.
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Need for Improvements and Scope of Project

• We cannot treat manganese with our current system, which 
consists of two active wells, one elevated storage tank, and a 
distribution system.  A new water treatment facility is needed 
which would consist of the construction of a new well and well 
house, a treatment facility with aeration and detention for 
oxidation, the use of potassium permanganate for manganese 
oxidation, filtration for iron and manganese removal, chlorine for 
disinfection, as well as the addition of fluoride and a corrosion 
inhibitor.
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Current Treatment System
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Concept Plan 
An option to purchase 
land needed for the 
water treatment 
facility has been 
secured and a concept 
plan completed for the 
site.
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Total Project Cost and State Capital Budget Request

The City of Eagle Lake submitted a Capital Budget Request in June of 2023 totaling 
$7,077,000 (50% of the $14,153,000 total project cost) for the construction of a new water 
treatment facility.  The remainder of the project cost will be paid for using non-state funds.

The purpose of a new water treatment facility is to provide clean drinking water to 
residents and address water quality issues, including high levels of manganese.

In January 2023, Senator Nick Frentz introduced S.F. No. 192, a bill for an act relating to 
capital investment; appropriating money for water treatment plant improvements in the city 
of Eagle Lake.  The bill was referred to the Committee on Capital Investment.  No funding 
was appropriated for the project this past legislative session.
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Project Costs

Cost Category Estimated Cost

Property Acquisition $ 200,000

Predesign Fees $ 200,000

Design Fees $ 750,000

Project Management $950,000

Construction $ 10,450,000

Inflationary Adjustment $1,603,000

TOTAL $14,153,000



11

Project Schedule
Date Task

June 2024 through March 
2025

Planning and Design 

Summer 2025 Construction
Summer 2027 Facility Online
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PFA Eligibility 

• A request for placement on the Drinking Water Revolving Loan 
Fund (DWRLF) 2024 Intended Use Plan for water treatment 
improvements was submitted to the Minnesota Department of 
Health (MDH) DWRLF Program and Minnesota Public Facilities 
Authority in June of 2023. 

• Eagle Lake’s Water Treatment Project is currently ranked 125th on 
the MDH 2024 PPL and assigned 15 MDH 2024 PPL points.
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Water Rates and Impact to Utility Customers

Current Annual Water 
System Expenses for 

2024: $542,000
Number of Users: 

1,122
Current Average Cost 
Per User:  $40/month

Annual Cost with 
Additional Debt 

Service: $950,000/year 
at 3% over 20 years 

(typical PFA rate)

Total Projected Annual 
Water System Cost:  

$1,492,154/year

New Average User 
Cost with No Capital 
Investment Dollars:  

$111/month

Average User Cost with 
Capital Investment 
Dollars:  $75/month

2014-2018 Median 
Household Income 

(MHI):  $71,250

Affordable Rate:  
$71.25/month (1.2% of 

MHI)
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Questions?

jbromeland@eaglelakemn.com or 507-399-1030

Thank you for your time and consideration of this important funding 
request!

mailto:jbromeland@eaglelakemn.com
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